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degrees as possible. If kept too warm
they will sweat. This is one objection
to placing them in bins, unless they
can be cooled rather quickly. In the
home-storage cellar, a few slatted
crates are very satisfactory.

Prairie Bean
See Beans

Preserving Melon

See Chinese-Watermelon

Pumpkin

DESCRIPTION : Pumpkins fall into two
groups: one (Cucurbita pepo), in-
cludes the common summer and
autumn pumpkins and the bush
pumpkins, and the other (Cucurbita
moschata}, embraces the winter
crookneck or crushaw pumpkins. That
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pumpkins are closely related to their
cousins the squashes (Cucurbita max-
ima] is well illustrated by the fact
that many pumpkins, such as the
PATTYPAN and SUMMER SQUASH, are
commonly called squashes. The dif-
ference in foliage and fruit characters
of the two species of pumpkins as con-
trasted -with the squashes should be
dearly noted. Pumpkins have coarse,
iiarsh, large, deeply lobed or entire
kaves on bushy or trailing vines. The
Sowers are borne singly in the axils

of the leaves on long stalks and are
either staminate (male) or pistillate
(female). The flowers are large and
funnel-shaped, with orange-yellow
petals. The fruits vary tremendously
in size, shape, and color. The seeds
are fiat and oblong, with a gentle
taper toward either end. Pumpkins
are native to Tropical America, as is
the squash (which see).

TYPES AND VARIETIES: Pumpkin va-
rieties may be conveniently grouped
under eight types,* as follows:

CONNECTICUT        FIELD        PUMPKIN

GROUP (pepo). Running vines with
fruits of various sizes. Connecticut
Field is a large, orange pumpkin with
slight ribbing. May weigh over 50
pounds. Sugar pumpkin is golden-
yellow or brownish-yellow and flat-
tened, and weighs only 4 or 5 pounds.
Pie pumpkin is usually orange-yellow
but several pounds larger than the
Sugar. Fort Berthold is similar to
Sugar but weighs only half as much-
Golden Oblong, almost twice as long
as broad, is golden-orange and weighs
7 to 8 pounds. Mammoth Tours,
which is the king of the pumpkins for
size, is twice as long as broad, mottled
green, orange and yellow, and weighs
as much as 100 pounds in some locali-
ties. Omaha is oblong and pointed
toward the stem end, orange in color,
and weighs 4 pounds. Sandwich Island
is oblong, about twice as long as
broad, tapering toward stem end, and
prominently grooved, with brownish-

*We are indebted for this classifica-
tion to the studies of Castetter and
Erwin of the Iowa Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, reported in Bulletin
244, and to the studies of Erwin and
Haber of that station, published in
Bulletin s6^ of the Iowa Agricultural
Experiment Station.